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observed in 1924, ". . .what is written there has reference to an
ideal state."9

Gandliiji, as is well known, is a philosophical anarchist who.
Ideally speaking, repudiates the State as such, whatever its
form. This repudiation has an ethical, historical as well r.s an
economic basis. The compulsive nature of State authority
damages the moral value of the individual's action; for an action
is moral only when it is voluntary. "No action which is not
voluntary can be called moral. . . .So long as we act like
machines, there can be no question of morality. If we want to
call an action moral, it should have been done consciously, and
as a matter of duty."10 Besides, the State, even though its machi-
' nery be most democratic, is rooted in violence. Violence implies
exploitation and every State exploits the poor. "The State
represents violence in a concentrated and organized form. The
individual has a soul, but as the State is a soul-less machine, it
can never be weaned from violence to which it owes its very
existence."11 Once while discussing his theory of trusteeship in
relation to private property he remarked, "I look upon an
Increase in the power of the State with the greatest fear, because
although while apparently doing good by minimizing exploita-
tion, it does the greatest harm to mankind by destroying
individuality, which lies at the root of all progress. We know of
so many cases where men have adopted trusteeship, but none
where the State has really lived for the poor."11

The ideal society is, according to Gandhiji, the Stateless
democracy, the state of enlightened anarchy where social life
has become so perfect as to be self-regulated% "In such a state
(of enlightened anarchy) every one is his own ruler. He rules
himself in such a manner that he is never a hindrance to his
neighbour. In the ideal state, therefore, there is no political
power because there is no State."12

(The ideal democracy will be a federation of more or less
self-sufficing and self-governing satyagrahi village communities."
"Society   based   on   non-violence   can  only  consist of groups
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